DJERBA DECLARATION

Seminar on the Conservation and Restoration oflSbe@haran Antelopes
(Djerba, Tunisia, 19-23 February 1998)

Representatives of the Governments of the RandesSté six endangered Sahelo-Saharan antelope
speciesQryx dammah, Addax nasomaculatus, Gazella dama, Gazella leptoceros, Gazella cuvieri,
Gazella dorcas, together with representatives of neighbouringntaes of scientific institutions, of
non-governmental organisations and a panel of ¢xpegt at Djerba, Tunisia, from 19-23 February
1998, for the purpose of:

O reporting on the conservation status of the spécieach Range State,

aQ amending and adopting an Action Plan for the corsgiem and restoration of the species and
their habitats,

O discussing the medium and long-term concerted e#amd international co-operation,
including the possibility of developing an Agreerhander the auspices of the Convention on the
Conservation of Migratory Species (CMS/Bonn Conigamnt

The Seminar was convened by the Secretariat dEtiivention on the Conservation of Migratory
species (UNEP/CMS) on behalf of the ConferencéefRarties, at the initiative of the Scientific
Council of the Convention. Preliminary status répan the conservation of each of the six speaids a
a preliminary Action Plan had been prepared in adegdy the Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles
de Belgique (IRSNB).

The Range States represented were: Algeria, BURKIRSO', CHAD, EGYPT, Ethiopia, Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, MALI, Mauritania, MOROCCO, NIGERIGERIA, SENEGAL, Sudan, TUNISIA.

BELGIUM, FRANCE, GERMANY and the KINGDOM OF SAUDI RABIA, the latter representing,
inter alia, the Chair of the CMS Standing Committee, were adépresented each by one or more
governmental representatives and/or by one or exjperts.

The Seminar was chaired by Dr. Ahmed Ridha FeklbrBaDirector General, Department of Forests,
Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Tunisidhe UNEP/CMS Secretariat, represented by its
Executive Secretary, Mr. Arnulf Miller-Helmbrechtid the Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de
Belgique (IRSNB), represented by Dr. Roseline Bésidamar de Bolsée, representing also the Chair
of the CMS Scientific Council, acted as the seciatfor the Seminar.

The representatives of the Range States as walhamber of invited experts presented reports en th
distribution, the conservation status, habitatnds, population dynamics, causes of decline and
measures undertaken for the conservation and recof¢he six species. These reports confirmed the
extreme precariousness of the conservation stathe Gahelo-Saharan ungulates in the wild, and the
urgency of implementing an Action Plan.

Six Working Groups, meeting in two parallel sessiaeviewed and amended the draft Action Plan
prepared by the IRSNB.

The Seminar, meeting in Plenary, also debatedpertunity of developing, under CMS, an
Agreement between the Range States, as well asghas necessary to develop international co-
operation to restore, conserve and manage theespeci

The Seminar:
1.

Q thanks the Government of Tunisia, represented &yimister of Agriculture, for its generous
hospitality,

! States in capital letters are Parties to CMS



Q thanks the various agencies and institutions thatributed to the holding of the meeting, in
particular:
» the Conference of the Parties of CMS;
» the Department of Forests, Ministry of AgricultwkTunisia;
» the Environment Ministry of the Flemish Region adfl@um;
» the Services of the Prime Minister for Scientifiechnical and Cultural affairs of
Belgium;
» the Ministry of the Environment of France;
» the Federal Ministry for Economic Co-operation &rel/elopment of Germany
(Bundesministerium fiir Wirtschaftliche Zusammendérbed Entwicklung);
» the Federal Ministry of the Environment, Nature €emvation and Nuclear Safety of
Germany (Bundesministerium fir Umwelt, Naturschutd Reaktorsicherheit);
» the United Nations Environment Programme;

a forwards its thanks to the COP of CMS, represehtethe UNEP/CMS Secretariat, and to the
IRSNB, for the organisation of the meeting andtfa co-ordination of the scientific inputs
aimed at the restoration and conservation of SaBalmran antelopes;

a thanks its Chairman, Dr. Ahmed Ridha Fekih Saleimed@or General of the Department of
Forests of Tunisia, for his excellent guidancehef imeeting;

better informed of the critical conservation statfithe six species concerned thanks to the reports
compiled by IRSNB and those submitted by the espefiSahelo-Saharan countries, calls upon
governments of the Range States to increase tii@itsstowards conservation and restoration of
these species and their habitats;

congratulates the Range States and contributingrgawvental and non-governmental organisations
which have undertaken projects with commendableltsesand encourages them to continue their
efforts and to assist other Range States inclufifiragcial assistance in benefiting from their
experience;

a informed that serious damage is being inflicteth®wildlife of several Sahelo-Saharan
countries, particularly to highly endangered spgcenong which are the antelopes, by foreign
hunters and falconers,

Q considering the commitment of the countries conegygonfirmed by their ratification of a
number of international conventions, to restore/@nohaintain sustainable populations of these
species,

O considering also the negative impact that suclvities have on:

» the conservation status of the highly endangeredisp concerned, some of which are on
the brink of extinction;

» the conservation efforts undertaken by all thellactors for the enforcement of their
respective countries' laws and regulations;

» the continued assistance of the international conityto the conservation efforts
undertaken;

Q deeply concerned by the disastrous consequendesutttapractices, often illegally and
excessively carried out, will have, if they congénwn the wild resources and their future,

Q appeals to all countries concerned to comply fwiith the relevant provisions of the
appropriate international conventions;

adopts the Action Plan, and requests the Secretdrihie Seminar to finalise it according to its
recommendations and to distribute it to all theipgrants to the Seminar as well as to all
organisations competent at national and internatitmvel;

invites

Q all national and international governmental ingiitns inside as well as outside the range of
the species concerned, to implement the Action Bifehto integrate it into their activities,

Q international as well as supra-national governmanrganisations, in particular the organs of
the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), ofetfConvention on

Q Desertification, of the Global Environmental Fagi{GEF), of the World Bank, of the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), of the Unitetions Environment Programme
(UNEP), the European Union, to support the impletaton of the Action Plan by including



recommended actions in the priorities of their worgrammes and by providing technical and
financial assistance to the development of transtary co-operation and the implementation of
concerted actions,

a allinternational and national institutions involven the conservation and sustainable use of
African fauna and flora, to collaborate in the depenent and translation into action of projects
identified in the Action Plan;

7. urges the Range States of Sahelo-Saharan ungtdateselop and conclude an Agreement under
the auspices of CMS in order to provide a frameworkhe species' long-term conservation and
management;

O decides to set up a Working Group of experts wHbowllect and circulate the necessary
information:
» to enable experts from national and non-governnhenggnisations to develop
appropriate projects;
» to provide Range States with a catalogue of apatgpmeasures for the development of
site-management plans, for capacity building, trejnresearch and public awareness;
» to facilitate the integration of conservation neegds other policy-sectors such as
agriculture, forestry or wise use of fauna;
e to prepare, for Range States, proposals that dfothe integration of local community
development with ecosystems, habitats and speciesecvation;
Q the Working Group will report, through the ConventiSecretariat, to the Scientific Council
and to the Standing Committee of CMS;

O decides to meet again in two years to:
* review the work performed,
» update the Action Plan,
» discuss possibilities of improving its implementation the basis of the experience
gained,
Q and requests CMS to organise such a meeting asektothe necessary funds;

10. calls upon those Sahelo-Saharan countries who f@tvdone so to accede to CMS as soon as
possible and to implement it.

Done at Djerba, Republic of Tunisia, on the 23 dflebruary, 1998

Confirming the correct wording of the Seminar'sldeation:

At (g

Dr. Roseline C. Beudels-Jamar de Bolsée Arnulf MiHelmbrecht
Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de Belgique NEB/CMS Secretariat,
(IRSNB), Brussels, Belgium Bonn, Germany

Date: 25 March 1998



